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The East-West
tollway...
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X More congestion
X More pollution
X A less liveable Melbourne

More trams, better
trains & bikeways
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Less congestion
Less pollution
A more liveable Melbourne

We need to act now
This plan keeps coming back. We need to keep the
pressure on the state and federal governments to
fund trains not tollways. If this plan is allowed to
proceed through the feasibility planning stages,
it will be increasingly difficult to fight and we will
end up with another failed tollway.

Stop the
east-west
tollway.

Yours sincerely,
Adam Bandt your local Greens MP

making a difference

what you can do
Here are some ways you can help:
Visit our website sign the online petition
and post it on Facebook, Google + or Twitter
Put a placard or sign in your yard
Attend our public meeting (details on left)
Write to Ted Baillieu and tell him you don’t
want a tollway through the middle of your
neighbourhood
Keep in touch. Give us a call on 9642 0922
or email Adam.Bandt.MP@aph.gov.au

Adam Bandt MP
Federal Member for Melbourne

PUBLIC MEETING STOPPING THE EAST
WEST tollway
Join Adam Bandt and representatives from Yarra
Campaign for Action on Transport, Public Transport
Users Association, and local Residents Associations
(from Flemington, Carlton, Fitzroy, Collingwood and
Abbotsford, Parkville, North and West Melbourne) to
discuss what we can do to protect our suburbs.

TIME AND DATE:
6pm-8pm Wednesday 2nd May 2012
LOCATION:
Dan O’Connell Hotel
225 Canning Street, Carlton
RSVP:
info@adambandt.com
or 9642 0922

what melbourne
is saying about
the road tunnel
“It is now widely understood that
continuing to invest in infrastructure
dedicated to daily long distance car travel
may threaten Melbourne’s long term
competitiveness and liveability.”
Draft City of Melbourne Transport Strategy, 2012

The last decade has
seen so many (toll
roads) built that are
all now failing
“The last decade has seen so many (toll
roads) built that are all now failing.”
Professor Peter Newman, 2010, Member of the
Advisory Council of the federal Government’s
Infrastructure Australia Fund

“There is a better way to cut traffic
congestion and make Melbourne
a Greener city.”

For more information:
adam-bandt.greensmps.org.au/eastwest
or come to our public meeting.

Colleen Hartland,
Victorian Greens MLC

(03) 9642 0922
adam.bandt.mp@aph.gov.au
280 King St, Melbourne VIC 3000

facebook.com/Adam.Bandt.MP | twitter.com/AdamBandt
Authorised by Damien Lawson, 280 King St, Melbourne VIC 3000
Printed by Arena Printing, 2-14 Kerr St, Fitzroy VIC 3065

For more information: adambandt.com

what is the plan?

Melbourne’s long-term
future - Trains, trams,
buses and cycling

The plan for a tollway through the electorate of Melbourne
just won’t go away. First the former Labor government,
and now the Baillieu government have proposed an
18km tollway stretching from the end of the Eastern
Freeway through Fitzroy, Carlton and North Melbourne
to Kensington. Originally proposed as a tunnel, the
government and developers are now reportedly exploring
an above ground Citylink-style flyover through these innercity suburbs, with on-and-off ramps into the city at various
unnamed points.

Building more roads to cure congestion is like loosening
your belt to cure obesity. No city has ever been able to solve
congestion problems by building more roads. We have to
prioritise public transport, plan our cities so that people live
closer to their jobs and preserve Melbourne’s advantage as a
liveable city. Turning us into Los Angeles is no solution.

What else could the
money be spent on?

photo by: neonluxe

Adam Bandt your local Greens MP

making a difference

The cost of the full East-West road plan hatched under the
former Labor government was estimated at $14bn. For that,
we could build the Doncaster rail line, create a world-class
public transport system in Melbourne with new tram and train
lines and bus routes, build all of Bicycle Victoria’s proposed
bike paths in the inner-city, fix up some of Victoria’s rail lines so
they can carry more freight and still have change left over.

why do they want it?
For most of the people driving this proposal, inner-Melbourne
is just a place you go through on your way to somewhere
else. Developers, financiers and construction companies are
lining up to make money out of a privatised tollway.

How do we fix the
traffic congestion
in places like
Hoddle St and
Alexandra Parade?
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Building a rail line to Doncaster is the most urgently needed
reform. Without that, people in the eastern suburbs have
no way of getting to work by off-road public transport,
with more than 60,000 vehicles coming into Melbourne in
the morning peak period. Building the Doncaster rail line
(and some have suggested tunnelling it from Hoddle St into
the city with underground train stops at Fitzroy, Carlton
or Parkville) would alleviate congestion and start to turn
Melbourne into a world-class public transport city. The
current Baillieu government promised to build a Doncaster
line: that should be their priority.
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Petrol will only get more expensive. We need to build ways
into and out of the city for all of Melbourne’s residents
without relying on cars. Otherwise, the savings from
cheaper houses are swallowed up in petrol bills. At the
moment, many people have no choice but to drive to the
city because there isn’t fast and frequent public transport
for them. Building proper rail lies into and out of Melbourne
will mean people spending less time in traffic, more time at
home and saving money.

is there a problem?
The problem with congestion is not an ‘east-west’ one
as the government says. All of the studies show that our
roads are clogged from traffic wanting to get into the city,
not travelling east-west. Of all the traffic coming in on the
Eastern freeway, only 15-24% travels on to the west. By
contrast, between 76– 85% ends up in the city, our innercity suburbs or heads south out of the city. We can alleviate
congestion by getting city-bound vehicles off our roads and
people on to trains, freeing up inner-city streets for local
traffic, bikes and pedestrians.

For more information

east-west road proposed by the Melbourne City Council 2005
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What should we be
doing for people in
the outer suburbs?

Source: adapted from
The Saturday Age, 31st March 2012 
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climate impacts
of the tollway?

the experience in
other states?

At a time when scientists give us a couple of decades at most
to turn the ship around and prevent dangerous runaway
climate change, it is madness to spend billions of dollars
on a polluting new toll road.

The controversial Cross-City Tunnel in Sydney was a
financial failure and hasn’t relieved traffic congestion.
In Perth, meanwhile, they have taken the equivalent of
hundreds of thousands of cars off the road by building train
lines down the middle of their freeways and putting ‘Park
and Ride’ stations along the route. This is what Melbourne
should be doing.

What will the tollway
do to traffic in our
suburbs?
With most cars coming into the city and such a small
proportion of cars travelling east-west, the only way a tollway
will be viable, above ground or below ground, is with a number
of large on-and-off ramps into the city. This will turn our
streets into traffic magnets as more vehicles try to get on and
off the tollway. Traffic will also ‘rat-run’ through residential
streets to avoid the tolls. The former Labor government
proposed taking over J J Holland Park in Kensington as a
staging point for tunnelling towards Royal Park. At the
Flemington Road/Citylink interchange there would be a series
of on and off ramps taking over parkland. Smoke stacks would
be necessary for a tunnel.

getting freight trucks
off our roads?
We need to get freight from the port off the road and onto
rail or sea. Successive governments have run down our
rail network, forcing much of Victoria’s freight onto road:
we need to reverse this trend. A new consortium is now
pressing the State government to have ‘inland ports’ so
they can move container freight by rail between the Port of
Melbourne and strategic freight hubs. This is the direction
we need to head, not sending more trucks through our
inner-city suburbs.

See reverse for information about the public meeting
and what you can do to help.

